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Editor's  Message 


LBJ  and  the  Great  Society;  was  there  ever  so  great  a  victory  that  turned  so  quickly  to  ashes? 
Only  his  successor,  Richard  Nixon,  can  come  close  to  the  tragedy  of  Lyndon  Johnson  and 
even  Nixon  spread  his  drama  over  two  elections  (three,  if  you  add  1960  and  five,  if  you 
include  his  campaigns  as  Eisenhower's  running  mate).  This  issue  of  The  Keynoter  attempts 
to  picture  every  known  campaign  button  for  Lyndon  Johnson  and  tells  the  stories  behind  a 

few  of  them.  What  is  pictured  here  is  based  on  the 
_  collection  of  longtime  APIC  member  Peter  C. 

^^^H^^l^  Redebaugh  although  LBJ  specialist  Max  Noe  added 

^^^Pl^^^l^  a  few  key  items  as  well.  Our  field  often  benefits  from 

^^^^fmm  those  specialists  who  forego  chasing  every  item  in 

_  V  favor  of  focusing  on  a  specific  candidate  or  type  of 

l^ftjjkv  material.  Redebaugh's  Johnson  collection  is  a 

'1  perfect  example.  He  began  collecting  LBJ  material 

back  in  the  Sixties,  picking  up  the  LBJ  collection  of 
FDR-specialist  Joseph  Jacobs  along  the  way.  There 
are  so  many  buttons  from  the  1964  campaign  that  the 
majority  of  them  are  pictured  reduced  in  size  (1964 
may  have  been  the  high  point  of  the  VA"  button  and  a 
score  of  buttons  are  6"  or  larger).  The  abundance  of 
anti-LBJ  buttons  can  only  be  represented  by  selected 
samples  and  the  many  inaugural  buttons  had  to  be 
left  out  completely.  Despite  this  ruthless  editting, 
this  issue  of  The  Keynoter  is  still  a  full  eight  pages 
larger  than  usual. 

Almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  after  LBJ  left  office, 
he  remains  a  figure  of  great  controversy  and  little 
neutrality.  In  recent  years,  some  outstanding  biographers  have  contributed  greatly  to  our 
understanding  of  this  bigger-than-life  personality.  It  is  my  hope  that,  in  some  small  way, 
this  issue  of  The  Keynoter  may  be  a  contribution  to  that/work. 


Peter  C.  Redebaugh 


Michael  Kelly 
Editor 
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"All  The  Way  With  LBJ" 

(The  Campaign  Buttons  of  Lyndon  Baines  Johnson) 
By  Michael  Kelly 


ME  ANb 
ROOiEVELT 

LYNDON 

JOHNSON 


Perhaps  no  American  president  can  match  the  classical 
tragedy  of  Lyndon  Baines  Johnson.  A  brutal  scramble 
horn  grinding  poverty  to  political  prominence  worthy  of 
Lincoln,  a  restructuring  of  society  along  the  lines  of 
Franklin  Roosevelt,  a  triumph  of  popular  approval  that 
turned  quickly  to  massive  disgust  like  that  of  Richard 
N'ixon  and  a  bitterness  of  wartime  responsibility  as 
crushing  as  that  which  destroyed  Woodrow  Wilson,  all 
combining  into  the  story  of  one  man. 

It  is  not,  however,  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  tell  the 
story  of  Lyndon  Johnson,  the  man.  There  is  no  shortage  of 
first  rate  Johnson  biographers  (from  the  admiring  and 
scholarly  Robert  Dalleck  to  the  caustic  but  detailed  Robert 
Caro).  This  article  is  about  one  of  the  traces  left  behind  by 
a  political  career  spanning  three  decades;  the  campaign 
buttons  of  Lyndon  Johnson. 

Lyndon  Johnson's  father,  Sam  Johnson,  served  six 
terms  in  the  Texas  state  legislature  but  there  are  no  known 
campaign  items  from  his  races.  Lyndon  first  entered 
public  life  as  chief  assistant  to  Texas  congressman 
Richard  Kleberg  and  some  correspondence  remains  from 
this  part  of  his  life.  In  1937,  LBJ  jumped  into  the  race  for  a 
seat  in  Congress  from  Texas'  10th  district.  Only  28  years 
old,  he  was  not  expected  to  run  well  in  a  field  of  eight 
candidates  but  LBJ  had  a  plan.  During  an  era  when  the 
Democratic  Party  in  southern  and  western  states  was  racist 
and  reactionary,  Johnson  positioned  himself  as  the  "New 
Deal"  candidate.  He  ran  as  an  outspoken  supporter  of 
President  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt,  wrapping  himself 
in  the  mantle  of  the  popular  president.  The  strategy 
worked  and  Johnson  was  the  upset  winner  of  a  seat  in 
Congress.  The  president  himself  congratulated  his  new 
legislative  ally  and,  despite  his  youth  and  brevity  of 


service,  Lyndon  Johnson  became  known  as  FDR's  man  in 
Texas,  battling  with  Vice  President  John  Nance  Garner 
for  control  of  the  state's  Democratic  organization. 

In  1941 ,  LBJ  had  served  in  Congress  only  four  years  but 
was  already  frustrated  by  what  he  saw  as  his  lack  of  power 
and  importance.  The  death  of  Texas  Senator  Morris 
Sheppard  gave  him  the  chance  he  wanted  for  more  power 
and  importance.  Only  32,  he  seemed  an  unlikely  option 
for  a  state  like  Texas  which  put  a  high  premium  on 
experience  but  LBJ  would  once  again  play  the  FDR  card 
for  all  it  was  worth. 

He  announced  for  the  Senate  "under  the  banner  of 
Roosevelt"  and  told  reporters  that  his  campaign  issues 
would  be  "Roosevelt,  Roosevelt,  Roosevelt."  (Back  in 
Washington,  observers  forecast  the  contest  as  one  between 
Johnson  and  conservative  Democratic  Congressman 
Martin  Dies  and  FDR  made  his  preference  known.)  When 
asked  by  reporters  whether  he  was  backing  Johnson,  the 
cagey  old  campaigner  replied,  "First,  it  is  up  to  the  people 
of  Texas  to  elect  the  man  they  want  as  their  senator; 
second,  everybody  knows  that  I  cannot  enter  a  primary 
election;  and  third,  to  be  truthful,  all  I  can  say  is  Lyndon 
Johnson  is  a  very  old,  old  friend  of  mine." 

The  headline  in  the  Dallas  Morning  News  read  "FDR 
picks  Johnson  to  defeat  Dies." 

The  Johnson  campaign  used  FDR's  name  and  picture 
on  almost  every  campaign  item.  This  created  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  sought-after  political  campaign  buttons 
in  American  history.  2M"  in  diameter,  the  button  reads 
"Me  and  Roosevelt  for  Johnson"  with  matching  photo- 
graphs of  FDR  and  LBJ.  This  is  one  of  the  few  campaign 
buttons  linking  a  current  president  with  a  future  presi- 
dent. The  facts  that  LBJ  would  model  his  public  life  on 
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VOTE  FOR 


Lyndon  Johnson 


FOR 


CONGRESS 


1  [THIS  sTpTorCARD  IS  FQR  ADDRESS  1 


Mr  &  Mrs  Ben-Piland 


City 


Possible 
1956  Favorite 
Son  button 


1937  postcard 


1968  button 


'^JOHMSON 


Dear  Friend:  / 

Lyndon  Johnson  is  my  frienJ  and  I  am  supporting 
him  for  Congress.  I  sincerely  hope  that  you  can  give 
him  your  vole  and  active  support. 

Please  tell  your  friends  about  Mr.  Johnson's  splen- 
did record,  his  experience  in  Washington  and  as  Direc- 
tor for  President  Roosevelt's  Youth  Program  in  Texas. 

.Both  Lyndon  and  I  will  appieciate  hearing  from 
jrou  and  I  having  your  ideas  and  suggestions. 

•f^  .l'S     !.  Sincerely  yours, 

i'  •  jbHPilSON  oran  Alexander 

eadquarters  are  located  in 


Austin,  Texas 


CompHai«ntB 

LYNDON  B.  JOHNSON 

VOUa    UNITSO    STATSS  MNATOK 


FOR 


PRESIDENT 
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I'M  FOR 

Lyndon 

IN '60 


FDR  and  that  both  presidencies  would  be  marked  by 
intense  governmental  social  engineering  combined  with 
overseas  wars,  make  it  an  item  of  profound  significance.  A 
smaller  7  8"  version  exists  with  the  slogan  "Me  And 
Roosevelt  For  Lyndon  Johnson"  but  without  the  photos. 

LBJ  seemed  to  be  headed  for  victory  when  his  hopes 
were  derailed  by  one  of  those  political  phenomena  that 
seem  to  happen  only  in  the  South.  The  host  of  a  hillbilly 
music  radio  program,  Lee  "Pappy"  O'Daniel  (known  best 
for  flour  commercials  asking,  "Pass  the  biscuits,  Pappy!  ') 
had  unexpectedly  won  the  governorship  of  Texas  based  on 
his  radio  popularity.  His  decision  to  enter  the  1941  U.S. 
Senate  race  caught  observers  by  surprise.  Johnson's  chief 
opponent  turned  out  to  be  O'Daniel,  not  Dies,  but  LBJ 
was  still  expected  to  win  and  early  returns  on  election 
night  supported  that  expectation.  It  was  as  the  late  returns 
began  to  roll  in  from  the  politically  corrupt  counties 
along  the  Mexican  border  that  his  victory  margin  melted 
away  and  Gov.  O'Daniel  pulled  ahead  to  win  by  a  whisker. 

LBJ  returned  to  Congress  more  dissatisfied  then  ever. 
He  remained  in  Congress  -  interrupted  only  by  a  brief  and 
politically  necessary  excursion  into  military  service  after 
Pearl  Harbor  -  until  Sen.  O'Daniel's  term  expired. 
O'Daniel  had  proven  to  be  an  embarrassment  and  in  1948, 
LBJ  prepared  to  challenge  him  again.  Once  again,  his 


expected  opponent  wasn't  the  problem  and  once  again,  a 
popular  governor  stood  in  his  way.  Gov.  Coke  Stevenson 
was  a  world  away  from  "Pappy"  O'Daniel.  Whereas 
"Pappy"  was  shallow  showbiz  and  hoopla,  Stevenson  was 
the  real  thing.  Hardened  by  the  self-reliant  life  of  the 
frontier,  he  represented  the  Old  West  in  an  almost 
mythical  manner.  He  spoke  little  but  what  he  said  could 
be  counted  on  and  his  idea  of  a  statewide  campaign  was  to 
drive  from  small  town  to  small  town,  chatting  with  folks 
in  the  town  square. 

Lyndon  Johnson,  faced  with  a  Texas  legend,  would 
rewrite  the  book  on  politics,  begetting  an  era  of  massive 
money  and  media  in  campaigns.  Raising  unheard  of 
amounts  of  contributions,  he  bought  out  the  state's  radio 
stations  and  criss-crossed  the  vast  interior  of  Texas  in  the 
first  helicopter  most  Texans  had  ever  seen.  Dubbed  the 
"Johnson  City  Windmill",  the  helicopter  would  draw 
crowds  wherever  LBJ  travelled.  As  he  pushed  himself  to 
the  limits  of  physical  endurance  on  the  campaign  trail,  his 
organization  poured  money  into  the  media  and  into  the 
corrupt  political  machines  along  the  Mexican  border  that 
he  had  failed  to  win  in  1 94 1 .  Johnson  even  used  campaign 
money  donated  by  Northern  trade  unions  to  buy  radio  ads 
attacking  his  pro-business  opponent  as  having  made  a 
"secret  deal"  with  union  bosses.  The  campaign  produced 
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an  unprecedented  amount  of  campaign  material  but  no 
buttons  are  known  to  have  smvived  the  campaign. 

In  the  end.  the  race  was  decided  by  the  controversial 
ballot  box  13  in  Jim  Wells  County,  resulting  in  a  very 
questionable  87  vote  margin  for  Johnson  over  Stevenson. 
Whatever  the  true  vote  total  might  have  been,  the  fact 
remained  that  Lyndon  Johnson  was  the  new  senator  from 
Texas. 

Johnson's  Senate  career  was  a  textbook  in  the  use  of 
power  and  influence.  While  still  in  his  first  term,  he  was 
chosen  Senate  Majority  Leader  by  his  fellow  Democrats 
and  (in  tandem  with  his  mentor  and  fellow  Texan,  House 
Speaker  Sam  Rayburn)  became  the  focus  of  Democratic 
power  during  the  Eisenhower  administration.  By  an 
interesting  coincidence,  the  opening  of  the  Majority 
Leader  position  resulted  from  the  upset  defeat  of  the 
previous  majority  leader,  Sen.  Ernest  McFarland  of 
Arizona,  by  a  charismatic  young  conservative  reformer 
named  Barry  Goldwater. 

LBJ  was  never  shy  about  seeing  himself  in  the  White 
House  someday.  In  1956,  Texas  Democrats  named  him 
their  favorite  son  and  he  entered  the  national  convention 
as  the  traditional  candidate  of  the  South,  running  third 
behind  the  first  ballot  victor,  Adlai  Stevenson,  and  his 
liberal  challenger.  New  York  Gov.  Averell  Harriman.  One 
button  exists  which  may  have  been  from  the  1956  race. 
LBJ's  press  secretary,  George  Christian,  once  told  Austin 
collector  Max  Noe  that  he  thought  a  1'4"  RWB  celluloid 
reading  "lor  President  -  LBJ  -  USA"  might  have  been 
from  that  year  although  he  was  not  positive. 

The  1956  race  was  seen  as  a  worthy  effort  by  a  rising 
leader  and  when  1960  arrived,  Johnson  was  ready  to  go 
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after  the  big  prize  with  all  guns.  His  campaign  was  a 
strange  mix  of  boisterous  Texans  and  nostalgic  New 
Dealers,  bolstered  by  his  reputation  as  the  man  with  power 
to  deli\er  the  goods  in  Washington. 

LBJ  s  1960  race  produced  a  variety  of  buttons,  the  most 
handsome  of  which  is  a  2'4"  lithographed  button  featuring 
a  blue  photo  on  white  background  surrounded  by  a  red 
border  with  "Johnson  For  President"  in  white  letters 
(another  1 version  exists  but  may  have  been  produced  for 
1964).  Other  1960  buttons  include  "I'm  For  Lyndon  In 
'60  '  and  "Love  That  Lyndon".  At  the  national  conven- 
tion, he  drew  409  votes  on  the  first  ballot,  carrying  most 
Southern  states.  Despite  the  strong  showing,  his  hopes 
were  dashed  by  John  Kennedy's  first  ballot  victory.  Under 
pressure  Kennedy  made  an  offer  to  put  LBJ  on  the  ticket  to 
provide  unity,  half  hoping  his  offer  would  be  refused. 
When  it  was  accepted,  Kennedy  found  himself  with  a 
running  mate  he  disliked  but  who  would  wind  up 
delivering  the  ticket's  margin  of  victory  in  one  of  the 
closest  presidential  elections  in  history. 

1960  Kennedy/Johnson  campaign  buttons  are  not  hard 
to  find  although  far  more  exist  for  JFK  alone.  Common 
themes  include  "New  Leadership",  "Experienced  Leader- 
ship" and  even  "Leadership  For  The  60's".  The  ticket's 
narrow  victory  in  November  would  not  have  been  possible 
had  not  LBJ  been  able  to  bring  his  home  state  of  Texas 
into  the  Democratic  column. 

After  years  at  the  center  of  power  in  the  Senate,  Vice 
President  Johnson  chafed  in  his  inactive  role  in  the 
Kennedy  administration.  His  repeated  offers  to  help  were 
rebuffed,  often  rudely,  by  Kennedy's  inner  core.  Even  John 
Connally,  LBJ's  most  intimate  political  advisor,  would 
leave  his  post  as  JFK's  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  return  to 
Texas  and  win  election  as  governor.  Johnson  felt  isolated, 
abandoned  and  -  what  was  worst  for  him  -  irrelevant.  On 
November  22,  1963,  President  Kennedy  and  Vice  President 
Johnson  flew  to  Dallas  on  a  party-building  trip  to  lay  the 
groundwork  for  the  next  year's  campaign.  As  the  presiden- 
tial motorcade  passed  through  Dallas,  an  assassin's  bullet 
ended  the  presidency  and  the  life  of  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy. 

In  the  front  cabin  of  Air  Force  One  before  it  flew  the  late 
president's  body  back  to  Washington,  Lyndon  Johnson 
took  the  oath  of  office  as  the  36th  President  of  the  United 
Stales.  In  the  aftermath  of  Dallas,  the  nation  rallied 
behind  its  new  president.  Even  those  who  had  before 
mocked  his  accent  and  appearance  now  found  them  to  be 
signs  of  stability  and  gravity.  With  the  1964  election 
underway,  Republicans  helped  matters  by  nominating 
what  looked  to  be  their  weakest  possible  candidate, 
Arizona  Senator  Barry  Goldwater. 

Although  conservatives  hoped  to  contrast  Goldwater's 
gruff  integrity  with  Johnson's  dubious  financial  and 
political  maneuvering,  voters  were  not  inclined  to  change 
presidents  again  so  soon  after  Dallas.  Big  business  joined 
labor  unions  to  support  Johnson,  allowing  the  Democrats 
to  field  one  of  the  best  financed  campaigns  in  history.  A 
plethora  of  campaign  buttons  and  other  material  flowed 
across  the  nation. 

The  image  of  the  late  President  was  invoked  in  several 
buttons,  often  carrying  the  slogan  "Let  Us  Continue." 
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LBJ's  Texas  cowboy  hat  was  a  popular  symbol,  inspiring 
a  variety  of  buttons  and  other  items  picturing  a  hat  (most 
often  with  his  superimposed  initials). 

Before  the  election  came  the  nomination.  LBJ  hesitated 
to  risk  his  prestige  in  the  1964  primaries  as  he  feared  being 
embarrassed  by  the  insurgent  campaign  of  Alabama  Gov. 
George  Wallace.  To  avoid  a  head-to-head  contest,  LBJ 
arranged  for  state  party  leaders  to  run  as  favorite  sons  in 
states  being  contested  by  Wallace.  In  Indiana,  Gov.  Matt 
Welsh  was  LBJ's  stand-in  and  issued  the  button  "Clear 
The  Way  For  LBJ  -  Vote  For  Welsh  The  5th  Of  May"  In 
Maryland,  Sen.  Daniel  Brewster  squeaked  by  a  fierce 
Wallace  challenge  and  issued  a  cloth  sticker  reading 
"Democrats  Vote  Brewster  May  19th '. 

The  national  convention  produced  one  of  the  most 
famous  sets  of  Johnson  buttons.  Pictured  on  the  cover  of 
LIFE  magazine  as  part  of  a  story  on  possible  running 
mates,  the  set  suggests  nine  potential  tickets.  It  was  an 
interesting  group;  one  mayor  -  New  York's  Robert 
Wagner,  Jr.;  one  governor  -  California's  Pat  Brown;  three 
senators  -  Abraham  Ribicoff  of  Connecticut  and  both 
Minnesota  senators,  Hubert  Humphrey  and  Eugene 
McCarthy;  and  four  members  of  the  cabinet  -  Attorney 
General  Bob  Kennedy,  Defense  Secretary  Robert 
MacNamara,  Peace  Corps  Director  Sargent  Shriver  (later 
George  McGovern's  running  mate  in  1972)  and  U.N. 
Ambassador  Adlai  Stevenson. 

Another  interesting  button  from  the  convention  was 
inspired  by  the  battle  over  who  would  control  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  machine  in  Mississippi.  The  state  party  was 
controlled  by  white  supremacist  elements  who  more  than 
once  fielded  a  slate  of  unpledged  electors  in  November 
instead  of  backing  the  national  ticket.  Loyalists  wore  a 
button  reading  "National  Committee  For  A  Democratic 
Mississippi  -  Free  Miss.  All  The  Way  With  LBJ." 

At  the  Atlantic  City  convention,  Johnson  made  his 
choice  for  vice  president  known;  Hubert  Humphrey. 
Humphrey  proved  to  be  a  popular  choice  and  was  widely 
featured  on  buttons  and  other  campaign  material. 

The  basic  themes  were  "LBJ  For  the  USA"  and  "All 
The  Way  With  LBJ".  Those  slogans  covered  scores  of 
different  buttons  and  uncounted  other  material.  The 
preliminary  campaign  material  featured  blue  and  red 
artwork  with  a  picture  of  LBJ  emerging  from  a  map  of  the 
country  although  it  was  later  adapted  to  include  his 
running  mate.  In  fact,  the  initial  official  jugate  design 
from  the  Democratic  National  Committee  was  the  cause  of 
a  small  fuss  at  the  White  House  when  Johnson  saw  how 
the  pictures  of  he  and  Humphrey  were  the  same  size. 
Humphrey's  larger  forehead  made  his  face  more  visible 
and  an  angry  president  insisted  that  a  new  design  be 
prepared  with  his  running  mate's  picture  reduced  in  size. 

A  variety  of  other  themes  were  utilized  in  the  1964 
campaign.  Buttons  often  tweaked  Goldwater  by  calling 
for  "Peace,  Prosperity,  Moderation",  "Peace,  Prosperity 
and  Progress",  "Responsible  Leadership"  or  "Strength 
and  Moderation. "  One  rare  button  was  produced  when  the 
President  visited  a  California  building  in  which  he  had 
briefly  worked  as  an  elevator  operator  during  his  youth: 
"Going  Up  With  Lyndon". 

Youth  groups  were  active  in  the  campaign,  inspiring 
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many  versions  of  the  classic  "If  I  Were  21  I'd  Vote  For 
Johnson  "  although  one  favorite  reads  "I'm  A  Beatle  Fan  - 
In  Case  Of  Emergency  Place  My  Vote  For  LBJ"  A  beautiful 
item  features  a  jugate  photo  of  the  candidates  on  the  pages 
of  an  open  textbook  with  the  message  "College  Young 
Democrats  For  Johnson  Humphrey  -  The  Choice  Is  Clear" 
Youth  groups  were  not  the  only  groups  active  in  1964. 
There  are  many  "Citizens  For  Johnson"  buttons  and  an 
abundance  of  "Ladies  For  Lyndon".  One  of  the  best 
women's  group  buttons  came  from  LBJ's  home  county  in 
Texas:  "Ladies  For  Lyndon  -  Blanco  County".  The  well- 
financed  campaign  produced  buttons  like  "Union  Women 
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United  For  LBJ  &  HHH",  "California  Professors  for 
Johnson/Humphrey",  "Educators  for  Johnson/ 
Humphrey"  and  "Scientists/Engineers/Physicians  - 
Johnson/Humphrey."  Another  such  group  produced 
what  is  perhaps  the  most  attractive  lithographed  button  of 
the  campaign,  a  I'/s"  pin  with  a  country  mailbox  and  the 
message  "Rural  Americans  -  Johnson/Humphrey".  Given 
the  division  in  the  GOP  between  Goldwater's  insurgent 
conservatives  and  the  more  liberal  Eastern  wing,  it  is  no 
surprise  that  diverse  examples  of  "Republicans  for 
Johnson"  buttons  exist. 

The  extreme  example  of  such  a  button  is  one  reading  "I 
Am  A  Goldwater  For  Johnson"  for  LBJ  supporters  named 
Goldwater. 

No  doubt  even  plenty  of  Goldwaters  voted  for  Johnson 
given  the  magnitude  of  his  landslide.  Not  since  FDR's  1936 
victory  had  such  a  lopsided  result  been  seen.  1964  produced 
an  amazing  abundance  of  buttons  and  other  campaign 
material.  It  was  also  the  last  campaign  in  which  few  buttons 
were  produced  exclusively  for  the  collector  market.  By  1968, 
such  collector  buttons  would  flood  the  field. 

Johnson's  victory  would  have  a  tremendous  impact  on 
the  nation.  His  landslide  brought  with  it  huge  Democratic 
majorities  in  Congress,  allowing  his  Great  Society  pro- 
gram to  be  enacted  without  serious  challenge.  The  full 
benefit  and  cost  of  the  Great  Society  is  still  being  tallied 
but  for  all  Lyndon  Johnson's  achievements  in  the  areas  of 
social  welfare  and  civil  rights,  his  administration  would 
be  broken  in  the  realm  where  presidents  often  have  their 
greatest  success;  foreign  policy.  To  be  precise:  Vietnam. 

Despite  growing  protests  over  the  war  in  Vietnam, 
President  Johnson  was  still  expected  to  seek  re-election  in 
1968.  There  is  a  vendor  set  of  2"  buttons  from  1968  with 
drawings  of  the  candidates  that  includes  Johnson  along 
with  Richard  Nixon,  Nelson  Rockefeller,  Bobby  Kennedy 
and  Hubert  Humphrey.  Several  1968  buttons  exist,  such  as 
"LBJ  For  President  in  '68",  "LBJ  Please  Stay",  "Johnson 
And  Victory",  "Vote  Johnson  For  Victory"  and  "Re-elect 
Johnson  At  The  Primaries".  That  business  with  the 
primaries  turned  out  to  be  a  stumbling  block.  An  unex- 
pected loss  to  Eugene  McCarthy  in  New  Hampshire 
followed  by  an  anticipated  defeat  in  Wisconsin  forced 
Lyndon  Johnson  to  make  a  surprise  announcement  on  the 
eve  of  the  Wisconsin  vote  that  he  would  neither  seek  nor 
accept  the  Democratic  nomination  in  1968. 

The  bitterness  of  that  period  may  explain  why,  despite 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  having  passed,  no  buttons 
have  ever  appeared  with  messages  like  "Come  Back, 
Lyndon,  All  Is  Forgiven"  or  "Hell,  I  Even  Miss  LBJ!"* 
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By  Harvey  Goldberg 


W  hen  Lvndon  Johnson  w  as  offered  the  vice  presidency 
in  1960.  reactions  ranged  from  shock  to  disbelief,  even  fear 
that  it  might  cost  the  election.  Why  LBJ.  when  most  labor 
leaders  -  who  supported  Kennedy  -  were  against  him?  Why 
LBJ.  when  most  Kennedy  staff  felt  it  was  a  throwback  to 
the  old  stvle  politics  they  were  trying  to  overcome?  Only 
the  'old  pros'  were  pleased,  and  few  of  them  were  strong 
Kennedy  backers. 

The  Democratic  nominee  explained  to  his  inner  circle. 
\  ery  simply,  it  was  not  because  he  needed  Johnson  to  carry 
the  South.  Said  Kennedy,  "the  vice  presidency  doesn't 
mean  anything.  I'm  thinking  of  leadership  in  the  Senate. 
Did  it  occur  to  any  of  you  that  if  Lyndon  becomes  vice 
president,  Lll  have  Mike  Mansfield  as  Senate  leader  - 
somebody  I  can  depend  upon  and  trust?"  The  fact  that 
Congress  was  still  in  session  in  the  summer  of  1960  also 
made  it  advantageous  to  satisfy  Johnson  and  Sam 
Rayburn.  "If  they  leave  here  inadat  me,  they'll  ruin  me  in 
Congress  next  inonth.  I'll  lose  the  election  by  Labor  Day  ". 

Robert  Kennedy  had  wanted  Henry  Jackson  as  the  vice 
presidential  nominee.  But  the  feud  between  Kennedy  and 
Johnson  did  not  grow  out  of  the\'.P.  nomination  in  1960. 
RFK's  feelings  about  LBJ  were  more  or  less  neutral  at  that 
point.  He  did  not  try  to  block  Johnson  from  the  ticket,  but 
on  the  contrary,  realized  what  a  shrewd  political  move  it 
really  was.  The  one  fear,  however,  was  how  enraged  labor 
leaders  would  be  over  the  choice. 

Rumors  of  a  rift  at  the  Los  Angeles  convention  stemmed 
from  the  fact  that  RFK.  talking  with  Sam  Rayburn  and 
John  Connally,  explained  there  could  be  a  floor  fight 
against  Johnson,  and  suggested  that  Lyndon  might  be 
interested  in  being  Chairman  of  the  National  Committee 
if  he  did  not  want  an  open  battle  for  the  nomi- 


nation. JFK  later  reassured  LBJ  that  if  he  was  willing  to 
face  a  floor  fight,  the  nomination  for  vice  president  was 
his.  They  agreed. 

President  Kennedy  was  reported  to  have  said  some  time 
later  that  had  he  listened  to  some  of  his  advisors,  "Lyndon 
would  be  still  running  the  Senate  instead  of  safely  tucked 
away." 

As  Vice  President,  Johnson  felt  sidetracked  and  ignored. 
He  blamed  his  lack  of  activity  and  loss  of  prestige  on 
Bobby  Kennedy;  It  was  at  this  point  that  bad  feelings 
began  to  build  between  the  two  of  them.  LBJ  felt  that 
Bobby  had  taken  over  his  rightful  position  as  the  number 
two  man  in  the  government.  Johnson  also  felt  that  the 
Attorney  General  was  ignoring  him.  Both  were  true. 
President  Kennedy,  aware  of  LBJ  s  unhappiness  as  V.P., 
bent  over  backwards  to  keep  Johnson  informed  aird 
involved  in  important  government  affairs.  The  Vice 
President  suspected  that  Bobby  Kennedy  was  engineering 
a  move  to  dump  him  from  the  ticket  in  1964.  The  President 
had  stated  emphatically  that  "Lyndon  stays  on  the  ticket 
next  year". 

All  of  this  took  a  back  seat  in  November  1963  with  the 
murder  of  John  F.  Kennedy.  The  "feud"  was  further 
fueled  by  little  incidents,  many  of  them  imintentional, 
such  as  the  moment  when  Air  Force  One  approached 
Washington  with  JFK's  body.  Johnson  felt  he  should 
accompany  the  casket,  with  the  family,  in  order  to 
establish  continuity  with  the  entire  nation  watching  on 
TV.  Robert  Kennedy  felt  this  was  a  moment  of  private 
grief  and  should  not  be  used  for  political  purposes.  From 
this  point,  the  split  between  the  two  widened. 

In  December,  less  than  a  month  after  the  assassination, 
President  Johnson  reportedly  stated  that  he  did  not  want 
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Bobby  Kennedy  as  his  v  ice  presidential  candidate  in  1964. 
"I  don't  want  history  to  say  I  was  elected  to  this  office 
because  I  had  Bobby  Kennedy  on  the  ticket  with  me.  " 
From  then  on,  the  two  met  only  in  public,  and  politely 
acknowledged  one  another  only  when  necessary. 

President  Johnson  called  Robert  Kennedy  into  his  office 
for  a  private  meeting  on  July  29,  1964.  Kennedy  arrived  at 
the  time  dictated,  precisely  one  o'clock.  Two  versions  of 
this  meeting  and  subsequent  events  came  out. 

LBJ  said  that  he'd  told  Kennedy  he  approved  of  his 
desire  to  run  the  country  some  day,  but  after  giving  the 
matter  a  lot  of  thought,  he'd  decided  that  he  wasn't  going 
to  ask  him  to  run  for  vice  president  with  him  this  time. 
Johnson  remembered  that  "Bobby  had  said  nothing,  just 
gulped,"  continuing  that  Bobby  had  taken  it  well  and  said 
he  was  still  supporting  Johnson  for  President  and  wanted 
to  help.  LBJ  requested  that  Robert  Kennedy  run  the 
campaign  for  him,  as  he  had  done  for  his  brother.  Bobby 
declined.  They  then  got  into  a  discussion  of  how  the 
announcement  (of  no  RFK  candidacy)  should  be  made, 
and  the  meeting  ended. 

Both  the  President's  and  the  Attorney  General's  versions 
of  the  conversation  agreed  on  the  opening  and  the  closing. 
Both  remembered  Bobby  saying,  "I  could  have  helped  you. 


Mr.  President."  As  Johnson  told  it,  il  sounded  wishful, 
melancholy.  As  RFK's  friends  told  it,  it  smacked  of 
mocking  humor. 

Several  days  later,  the  Kennedy  version  of  the  meeting 
became  available:  The  business  part  of  the  conversation 
took  only  a  few  minutes  of  the  45-minute  meeting. 
President  Johnson  said  that  he'd  been  thinking  of  the  vice 
presidency  in  terms  of  who  would  be  the  biggest  help  to 
the  country  and  the  party  -  and  of  help  to  him  personally. 
And  that  person  wasn't  Bobby.  Knowing  Johnson  s  habit 
of  recording  conversations,  RFK  remained  restrained  and 
replied  that  was  fine,  and  offered  to  help  and  support  him. 
Johnson  then  offered  Bobby  his  choice  of  jobs:  the 
embassy  in  London,  Paris  or  Rome,  or  a  Cabinet  post. 
RFK  preferred  his  own  position,  Attorney  General. 

The  night  after  the  meeting,  the  President  appeared  on 
national  television  and  informed  the  world  that  he  had 
excluded  any  Cabinet  member  or  any  official  who  sat 
regularly  with  the  Cabinet  from  consideration  as  vice 
president.  A  few  days  later,  Bobby  Kennedy  commented, 
"I'm  sorry  I  took  so  many  nice  fellows  over  the  side  with 
me". 

Robert  Kennedy  was  certain  that  he  could  not  work  well 
with  President  Johnson,  and  that  he  did  not  want  the  vice 
presidency.  His  plans  turned  toward  New  York  and  the 
Senate.  But  he  kept  these  ideas  from  Johnson.  While 
Bobby  remained  quiet.  President  Johnson  was  becoming 
agitated.  He  asked  almost  daily  what  Kennedy  was  plan- 
ning to  do. 

As  the  convention  approached,  Johnson  and  Kennedy 
rarely  said  a  word  to  one  another.  By  this  time,  the 
Kennedy  camp  wanted  Hubert  Humphrey  as  the  running 
mate  if  it  could  not  be  Kennedy  himself.  Johnson  was  not 
as  supportive.  He  felt  Eugene  McCarthy,  as  a  Catholic, 
would  add  necessary  balance  to  the  ticket.  A  barrage  of 
Humphrey  endorsements  came  from  state  governors, 
labor  leaders,  and  Congressional  leaders.  Johnson  became 
almost  resentful,  and  teased  the  Minnesotan  publicly.  He 
even  went  as  far  as  to  suggest  Mike  Mansfield  for  the  ticket, 
but  backed  off  and  then  remained  silent  until  just  prior  to 
the  convention. 

In  order  to  prevent  an  uprising,  a  floor  fight  that  might 
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force  Bobby  Kennedy  onto  the  ticket,  Lyndon  Johnson 
rearranged  the  schedule  of  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  in  Atlantic  City.  He  pushed  back  a  film 
tribute  to  JFK  until  after  the  vice  presidential  nomination. 
The  entire  week-long  event  was  orchestrated  by  Johnson 
to  minimize  whatever  effect  RFK  and  the  ghost  of  JFK 
might  have  over  the  delegates. 

Following  the  convention,  the  campaign  turned  its 
efforts  toward  Barry  Goldwater  and  the  Republicans. 
Lyndon  Johnson  was  elected  by  one  of  the  largest  margins 
in  modern  campaign  history.  It  has  been  said  that  had  it 
not  been  for  the  Kennedys,  Lyndon  Johnson  might  never 
have  reached  the  White  House  on  his  own.  In  the  twist  of 
political  fates,  had  it  not  been  for  Johnson,  Robert 
Kennedy  might  not  have  been  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate.* 
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LBJ's  Coattails 


By  Robert  Rouse 


As  Lyndon  Johnson  entered  national  poHtics  hanging 
on  FDR's  coattails,  it  must  have  flattered  him  that  many 
politicians  linked  their  names  with  his  to  capitalize  on  his 
expected  huge  1964  victory. 

Pennsylvania  produced  three  different  buttons  for  U.S. 
Senate  nominee  Genevieve  Blatt  in  her  losing  battle 
against  GOP  Senate  leader  Hugh  Scott.  In  nearby  West 
Virginia,  Hulett  Smith  was  elected  governor  over  Cecil 
Underwood,  aided  by  an  attractive  SV  jugate  and  a  small 
flasher.  In  Virginia's  suburban  congressional  district  near 
the  District  of  Columbia,  Augustus  C.  Johnson  hoped  he 
could  parlay  the  Johnson  name  into  victory  over  GOP 
congressman  Joel  Broyhill  and  issued  a  little 
"Lyndon/Johnson  Gus  "  litho  along  with  a  handsome 
"Johnson  8c  Johnson  '  jugate  in  the  classic  national  style 
made  by  the  Philadelphia  Badge  Company.  An  advertis- 
ing flier  from  the  firm  indicates  the  minimum  order  was 
250  buttons  at  a  price  of  $50  (20  cents  each).  Broyhill  won 
re-election  anyway.  The  same  style  of  pin  was  used  by 
Florida's  feisty  congressman  Claude  Pepper  (a  1952  presi- 
dential hopeful)  and  four  others.  In  Iowa's  third  congres- 
sional district,  Stephen  M.  Peterson  ordered  his  version  of 
the  jugate  with  the  slogan  "Peterson  for  Congress"  but 
lost  to  veteran  Republican  H.  R.  Gross  by  only  419  votes. 
The  other  three  known  versions  of  the  national  style 
buttons  are  for  unknown  candidates.  One  reads  "Johnson 
&:  Greigg",  another  "Johnson  and  Shinberg"  and  the  third 
simply  "Let  Us  Continue"  with  no  identification  of 
whose  smiling  face  is  linked  with  LBJ. 

In  Oklahoma,  the  U.S.  Senate  seat  of  1956  Democratic 
presidential  hopeful  Robert  Kerr  was  being  sought  by 
1976  Democratic  presidential  hopeful  Fred  Harris,  who 
produced  a  1"  "LBJ  Harris"  litho  in  his  successful  race 
against  popular  football  coach  Bud  Wilkinson.  In  the 
state's  first  congressional  district,  Democratic  hopeful 


Doug  Martin  issued  two  versions  of  1'^"  "Doug  Fred/ 
LBJ  "  buttons  but  still  lost  out  to  GOP  incumbent  Page 
Belcher.  North  Dakota  Democrats  issued  two  oval  buttons 
to  promote  their  1964  ticket  of  Gov.  William  Guy  and  Sen. 
Quentin  Burdick.  The  first  is  a  trigate  with  LBJ,  Burdick 
and  Guy  while  the  second  oval  pin  names  the  three  main 
candidates  and  then  boosts  Lt.  Gov.  Charles  Tighe.  Across 
the  Red  River  in  Minnesota,  Charles  Simpson  hoped  to 
ride  the  coattails  of  LBJ  and  popular  U.S.  Senator  Eugene 
McCarthy  in  his  bid  to  replace  GOP  congressman  Ancher 
Nelson.  He  failed  but  the  "Johnson  McCarthy  Simpson" 
button  would  prove  to  be  an  interesting  one  given  the 
clash  between  Johnson  and  McCarthy  four  years  later. 

Elsewhere  in  the  Great  Lakes  basin,  Illinois  Democrats 
boosted  Gov.  Otto  Kerner  in  a  tough  race  against 
businessman  Charles  Percy  with  a  litho  proclaiming 
"Johnson  Kerner  A  Winning  Team"  while  a  novelty  pin 
revealed  a  little  flag  reading  "\'ote  For  Johnson  Kerner" 
when  you  pushed  the  "panic  button."  Chicago  was  the 
site  of  a  comeback  attempt  by  Sidney  R.  Yates,  returning  to 
Congress  after  an  unsuccessful  1962  Senate  campaign 
against  Everett  Dirksen.  His  winning  campaign  issued  the 
"Johnson  Yates"  button.  In  nearby  Ohio,  the  Democrats 
dreamed  that  LBJ's  victory  would  save  their  crusty,  75- 
year-old  U.S.  Senator  Stephen  Young,  seen  as  a  sure  loser 
against  a  popular  Republican  congressman  with  a  strong 
family  name:  Robert  A.  Taft,  Jr.  Ohio  Democrats  issued 
two  lithos  linking  LBJ  with  Young  and  even  put  out  a 
little  celluloid  claiming  "GOP  For  Johnson  And  Young". 
Election  night,  the  campaign-weary  Young  climbed  into 
his  car  to  drive  back  to  Washington  and  clean  out  his  desk. 
As  he  drove  through  West  \'irginia,  the  news  on  his  car 
radio  informed  him  that  the  LBJ  landslide  had  pulled  him 
through  to  a  surprise  re-election. 

Michigan  Democrats  hoped  to  derail  popular 
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Republican  governor  George  Romney  and  stressed 
straight  Democratic  votes  for  Johnson,  U.S.  Senator  Phil 
Hart  and  Congressman-at-large  Neil  Staebler  for  governor 
(in  the  aftermath  of  the  1960  census,  many  states  hadn't 
completed  redistricting  and  those  with  an  extra  congres- 
sional seat  chose  one  congressman  on  a  statewide  basis). 
Although  Johnson  carried  Michigan  by  over  a  million 
votes,  Romney  beat  Staebler  by  nearly  383,000  votes  and 
went  on  to  seek  the  White  House  in  1968.  Maryland  was 
another  state  with  a  congressman-at-large  where  the 
Democrats  hoped  to  upset  popular  Republicans.  The 
litho  button  reading  "LBJ  For  The  USA  Vote  Tydings- 
Sickles-Hanson  Vote  Democratic"  refers  to  senate  candi- 
date Joseph  M.  Tydings,  Congressman-at-large  Carlton 
R.  Sickles  and  Third  District  congressional  hopeful  Royce 
Hanson.  Tydings  revenged  the  1950  defeat  of  his  father, 
former  Senator  Millard  Tydings,  by  knocking  off  GOP 
Senator  J.  Glenn  Beall.  The  Beall  family  would  have  its 
own  revenge  in  1970  when  Beall's  son,  J.  Glenn  Beall,  Jr., 
would  defeat  Joe  Tydings  and  take  back  his  father's  Senate 
seat.  In  the  other  races.  Sickles  was  an  easy  winner  over 
Louise  Gore  while  Hanson  was  unable  to  upset  popular 
moderate  Republican  Congressman  Charles  "Mac" 
Mathias,  who  later  went  on  to  the  Senate  himself. 

New  Jersey  produced  some  handsome  coattail  buttons, 
including  a  rare  jugate  backing  second  district  Congress- 
man Thomas  McGrath,  Jr.  and  a  4"  AFL-CIO-COPE 
button  for  LBJ  and  U.S.  Senator  Harrison  Williams. 
Neighboring  New  York  produced  numerous  coattails, 
most  interestingly  several  cross-party  buttons  backing 
Johnson  with  Republican  Senator  Kenneth  Keating.  Emil 
Levin's  "I'm  For  Levin  And  LBJ"  pin  didn't  lift  him  over 
Congressman  Seymour  Halpern  in  the  6th  congressional 
district,  Bruno  Cappellini  lost  his  bid  for  the  8th 
district  Assembly  seat  and  out  on  Staten  Island,  running 
on  the  "LBJ  Team  "  didn't  elect  J.J.  Holzka  state  senator 
or  Mario  J.  Esposito  and  J.W.  Russell,  Sr.  state  assembly- 
men although  it  may  have  aided  16th  district  Congress- 
man John  M.  Murphy  win.  Back  in  Manhattan,  a 
"Johnson/Berman"  jugate  gave  F.S.  Berman  a  needed 
hand  in  his  narrow  state  senate  victory. 

Up  in  Vermont,  LBJ  became  the  first  Democrat  to  carry 


Vermont  and  the  "Johnson  and  Hoff"  button  helped  Gov. 
Philip  Hoff  to  an  easy  victory  in  the  second  of  his  three 
terms.  California  produced  "Johnson  and  Miller",  some- 
times thought  to  be  a  joke  substituting  Goldwater 
running  mate  Bill  Miller  for  Hubert  Humphrey.  Actually, 
it's  a  coattail  piece  for  San  Francisco's  C-ongressman 
George  P.  Miller.  There's  a  novelty  item  picturing  the 
three  little  pigs  labelled  "Johnson  Humphrey  Pierre", 
likely  a  hostile  reference  to  California  Senator  Pierre 
Salinger,  whose  defeat  by  former  actor  George  Murphy 
foreshadowed  Ronald  Reagan's  victory  two  years  later  and 
was  one  of  the  rare  Republican  upsets  of  1964.  A  matching 
version  from  New  York  lists  the  three  pigs  as  "Johnson/ 
Humphrey  Kennedy  ",  indicating  that  the  creator  of  the 
pieces  did  not  think  highly  of  the  New  Frontier. 

The  "LBJ  President  \'olkema  State  Representative" 
button  is  said  to  be  from  Ohio  but  as  to  the  "Johnson/ 
Sawyer"  jugate,  that  story  is  yet  to  be  told.* 
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Draft  Beer  Not  Students' 

(Anti-Johnson  Slogan  Buttons) 

By  Michael  Kelly 


With  the  possible  exceptions  of  his  mentor  and  inspira- 
tion. Piankhn  D.  RooseveU  and  his  successor,  Richard 
Nixon,  no  president  has  ever  been  the  subject  of  such  a 
w  eahh  of  negati\  e  campaign  material  as  Lyndon  Johnson. 
Prom  gentle  teasing  and  humorous  barbs  to  vituperative 
and  vicious  attacks,  the  range  of  topics  reflected  in  the 
slogans  found  on  buttons  is  truly  impressive. 

The  attacks  on  Johnson  came  from  both  the  Right  and 
Left  (although  the  Left  showed  far  less  restraint  than  did 
his  conservative  opponents).  It  started  with  criticism  of  his 
policies  but  swiftly  degenerated  into  mockery  of  his  ego,  his 
appearance,  and  his  family.  The  sheer  quantity  of  material 
makes  it  impossible  to  picture  or  discuss  more  than  a 
representative  handful  of  items.  It  would  take  an  entire 
issue  of  The  Keynoter  to  picture  all  of  the  buttons  attacking 
him.  let  alone  stickers,  fliers  and  posters. 

1  he  1 964  campaign  naturally  generated  a  variety  of  anti- 
LBJ  material,  mostly  based  on  traditional  anti-statist 
conservative  themes.  The  War  on  Poverty  inspired  a  classic: 
"I'm  Fighting  Poverty  -  I  Work!"  Castro's  Cuba  created 
"Cheer  Up  -  Thery're  Still  Only  90  Miles  Away"  while  the 
Great  Society  stimulated  a  series  of  buttons  with  messages 
like  "Abominable  Snow  Job",  "A  New  Leech  On  Life"  and 
"Serf  Yourself"  as  well  as  "Uncle  Sam,  Please,  I'd  Rather 
do  It  Myself.  '  LBJ's  much-publicized  frugal  habit  of 
turning  out  lightbulbs  in  the  White  House  was  seen  by 
conservatives  as  ludicrous  grandstanding  given  the  billions 
in  new  federal  spending  Johnson  generated  so  they 
responded  with  "Turn  Out  Light  Bulb  Johnson." 

"Light  Bulb  Johnson"  was  hardly  the  only  play  on 
LBJ's  initials.  In  later  years,  antiwar  activists  would  wear 
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buttons  reading  "Liar  Buffoon  Judas"  and  even  "Leprosy 
Botulism  Jaundice".  Perhaps  the  nastiest  buttons  to 
emerge  from  the  1964  campaign  also  utilized  LBJ's  initials. 
While  Johnson's  longtime  controversial  aide,  Bobby 
Baker,  inspired  many  buttons  (such  as  "Bobby  Baker  for 
VICE  President"),  the  worst  came  as  the  campaign  drew  to 
a  close.  Only  days  before  the  election,  another  key  aide, 
Walter  Jenkins,  was  arrested  for  homosexual  activity  in  the 
restroom  of  a  YMCA  near  the  White  House. 

Within  hours  buttons  appeared  on  the  street  reading 
"Lyndon  Baker  Jenkins"  and  "All  The  Way  With  LBJ  - 
But  Don't  Go  Near  The  YMCA." 

As  crude  as  those  buttons  may  have  been,  Johnson  was  in 
for  far  worse  when  the  Left  turned  against  him  over  his 
Vietnam  policy.  One  of  the  interesting  twists  was  how  an 
anti-Goldwater  button  reappeared  as  an  anti-Johnson 
button.  One  popular  1964  button  showed  a  nuclear  mush- 
room cloud  with  the  slogan  "Go  With  Goldwater."  By 
1966,  the  same  mushroom  cloud  appeared  with  the  slogan 
"All  The  Way  With  LBJ.  "  Other  buttons  advised  "Part  of 
the  Way  With  LBJ",  "None  Of  The  Way  With  LBJ", 
"There's  A  Better  Way  Than  LBJ"  and  even  "Out  Of  The 
Way  With  LBJ." 

At  first  the  antiwar  buttons  were  fairly  mild,  even 
huinorous.  One  advocated  that  we  "Draft  Johnson" 
although  in  a  non-political  sense.  One  button  was  to 
becoine  a  classic  of  the  era;  "Draft  Beer  Not  Students",  a 
theme  that  went  on  to  variations  like  "Escalate  Minds,  Not 
War",  "War  On  Poverty,  Not  On  People"  and  "Commit 
LBJ  Not  The  USA."  Buttons  demanded  that  Congress 
"Impeach  LBJ  "  or  even  "Impeach  'Bomber'  Johnson" 
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while  other  buttons  celebrated  the  coincidence  that  exactly 
one  century  before  another  President  Johnson  (Andrew) 
actually  had  faced  impeachment.  One  fine  example  reads 
"Centennial  Committee  To  Promote  the  Impeachment  Of 
President  Johnson  1868-1968.  "  The  initial  reluctance  of 
some  on  the  Left  to  attack  the  architect  of  the  Great  Society 
was  reflected  in  a  button  reading  "Impeach  1  2  of  LBJ"  but 
that  reluctance  would  soon  fade. 

As  the  war  grew  more  violent,  so  did  the  antiwar  protests. 
Increasingly,  the  buttons  reflected  more  personal  and 
vicious  attacks  on  the  commander-in-chief.  Such  mild 
slogans  as  "I'm  A  Nervous  Nellie"  (responding  to 
Johnson's  sneering  reference  to  his  opponents  by  that  term ) 
paled  by  comparison  with  slogans  like  "War  Is  Good 
Business.  Invest  Your  Son"  and  "Great  Society:  Bombs, 
Bullets,  Bullshit."  "LBJ  For  Ore"  equated  the  president 
with  the  monster  in  a  popular  fantasy  story  while  another 
button  warned  "Lyndon's  Bridge  Is  Falling  Down." 

Even  LBJ's  admirers  concede  he  had  a  huge  ego  and  his 
opponents  were  quick  to  claim  that  the  cause  of  America's 
deepening  involvement  in  Vietnam  was  his  personal  4"  button 

vanity.  He  was  derided  as  a  power-hungry  monarch  and 
called  "King  Lyndon  The  First."  "Down  With  The 
Coronation"  asserted  one  button  while  another  satirically 
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advocated  "LBJ  For  Emperor."  Having  been  escalated 
from  president  to  king  to  emperor,  the  obvious  next  step 
w  as  divinity.  "No  Man  Is  God,  But  Lyndon  Won't  Listen" 
reads  one  button,  while  another  states  "God  Is  Alive  In 
The  White  House."  After  the  divine  came  the  diabolical: 
"Hitler  Is  Alive  In  The  White  House."  Another  button 
pictures  Hitler  quoting  LBJ  saying,  "We  Seek  No  Wider 
War"  while  yet  another  reads  "Heil  Johnson  -  Committee 
For  The  Promotion  Of  Genocide."  When  he  dismissed  an 
official  White  House  portrait  as  "the  ugliest  thing  I  ever 
saw,"  antiwar  activists  used  the  comment  on  a  button  with 
his  photograph. 

The  Johnson  family  was  not  spared  these  attacks  by 
buttons  like  "Bye  Bye  Birds!",  "Lady  Bird,  Lady  Bird,  Fly 
Away"  and  even  "Sterilize  LBJ:  No  More  Ugly  Children!  " 
Lynda  Bird  Johnson's  brief  romance  with  actor  George 
Hamilton  (who  was  avoiding  military  service  on  a  family 
hardship  draft  deferment)  was  mocked  with  buttons  like 
"Draft  George  Hamilton"  and  "Would  You  Really  Feel 
Secure  With  George  Hamilton  In  Uniform?" 

By  the  end,  the  antiT.BJ  material  took  on  a  strange 
nightmarish  quality  that  reflected  the  times.  LBJ's  pen- 
chant for  picking  up  his  pet  beagles  by  the  ears  stimulated 
"Hang  LBJ  By  His  Ears."  A  popular  antiwar  movie 
inspired  a  well-designed  button  showing  the  smiling 


WHERE  IS 
LEE  HARVEY  OSWALD 
NOW  THAT  WE 
REALLY  NEED 
HIM? 


president  in  hip  sunglasses  with  the  theme  "Strangelove 
Lives"  while  another  button  portrays  a  nuclear  explosion 
and  the  concise  message  "Hate  LBJ."  With  calls  for  a 
Nuremberg  trial  of  Johnson  spreading  on  the  Left,  one 
button  ominously  advises  "Keep  Johnson  Alive." 

But  perhaps  the  ultimate  anti-Johnson  button  was  the 
source  of  much  embarrassed  and  bitter  laughter:  "Where  is 
Lee  Harvey  Oswald  Now  That  We  Really  Need  Him?" 

This  wealth  of  material  gives  historians  a  reflection  of 
the  conflicts  of  the  time.  Such  buttons  were  a  common 
sight  at  the  time  and  young  protesters  often  wore  jackets 
covered  with  a  dozen  of  them.  Clearly  the  anti-Johnson 
buttons  of  1966-68  rival  the  Willkie  slogan  pins  of  1940  as 
remnants  of  one  of  our  nation's  most  turbulent  political 
battles.* 
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"Bye  Bye  Birds'' 

(The  First  Family 
in  Campaign  Buttons) 


By  Michael  Kelly 


A  president's  family  quickly  becomes  public  domain, 
sometimes  worshipped  and  sometimes  hated.  Again,  the 
parallel  between  Lyndon  Johnson  and  Franklin  Roosevelt 
is  strong  as  both  presidents  found  their  wives  and  children 
becoming  objects  of  public  admiration  and  derision. 
Claudia  ("Lady  Bird")  Johnson  and  Eleanor  Roosevelt 
were.  howe\er,  very  different  women.  Whereas  Mrs. 
R()()se\  elt  was  a  politic  al  activist  who  sought  a  prominent 
lole  in  the  issues  of  her  day.  Lady  Bird  Johnson  was  by 
nature  a  very  private  person.  The  constant  public 
demands  placed  on  her  by  her  husband's  career  were  a 
burden  which  she  bore  with  bravery  and  grace. 

The  1964  campaign  produced  the  usual  "Lady  Bird  for 
First  Lady"  buttons  but  Mrs.  Johnson  also  inspired  some 
unique  items.  "Lady  Bird  Special  "  buttons  celebrated  her 
campaign  swings  by  airplane  and  train  while  another  set 
of  buttons  pictures  each  family  member. 

The  fat  t  tluu  Lyndon  Johnson  arranged  for  his  entire 
family  to  (aii\  Ins  initials  was  seen  as  an  example  of  his 
overbearing  egotism.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  never  referred  to 
as  Claudia,  even  in  official  communications,  but  always 
as  Lady  Bird  Johnson.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that  the 
Johnson  daughters  were  named  Lynda  Bird  and  Luci 
Baines  does  add  some  credence  to  the  belief  that  LBJ  was 
putting  his  personal  brand  on  the  fainily.  Unfortunately, 
Mrs.  Johnson  and  her  two  daughters  were  often  the  target 
of  hostile  buttons  as  well.  As  with  other  anti-LBJ  buttons, 
conservatives  tended  to  be  a  bit  more  gracious  than 
liberals.  Goldwater  advocates  sported  traditional  "Lady 
Bird,  Start  Packing  -  The  Goldwaters  Are  Coming!" 
buttons  (a  theme  that  reappeared  in  1968  with  both  Nixon 
and  Wallace  versions),  "Lady  Bird,  Start  Flying  -  Barry  Is 


Coming"  and  "We  Don't  Want  Lady  Bird  Either".  The 
White  House  lightbulbs  inspired  "Let's  Light  Up  The 
White  House  And  Clean  Out  The  Bird  House". 

"Lady  Bird,  Lady  Bird,  Fly  Away!"  was  popular  with 
antiwar  protestors  and  Leftists  wore  buttons  that  mocked 
Mrs.  Johnson's  beautification  efforts  with  slogans  like 
"Keep  America  Beautiful  -  Hide  Lady  Bird".  While  pot- 
smoking  hippies  wore  buttons  like  "Turn  On  Johnson" 
and  "LSD  Not  LBJ  ",  they  were  also  fond  of  "Fly  With 
Lady  Bird". 

The  two  Johnson  daughters  were  the  center  of  national 
attention  as  each  was  married  in  the  White  House  (Luci 
Baines  Johnson  to  Patrick  Nugent  and  Lynda  Bird 
Johnson  to  Charles  Robb,  who  would  go  on  to  be  elected 
governor  and  senator  from  Virginia  and  eventually 
become  a  presidential  hopeful  himself).  They  were  not 
spared  attacks  on  buttons  either.  The  younger  daughter 
inspired  the  misspelled  "Lucy  For  Secretary  Of  Defense" 
while  the  older  daughter's  romance  with  draft-deferred 
actor  George  Hamilton  inspired  "Draft  George  Hamilton" 
and  "Would  You  Really  Feel  Secure  With  George 
Hamilton  In  Uniform!"  [see  related  article  in  this  issue]. 
Perhaps  the  nastiest  button  read  "Sterilize  LBJ:  No  More 
Ugly  Children!"  while  buttons  like  "Bye  Bye  Birds" 
derided  the  family  as  a  whole. 

Mrs.  Johnson  survived  the  painful  public  exposure  of 
her  White  House  years  to  become  a  quietly  admired  figure, 
noted  for  her  grace  and  sincerity.  They  were  qualities 
overshadowed  in  public  while  her  husband  was  still  active 
in  politics  but  qualities  which  have  earned  her  lasting 
respect  in  the  years  since.* 
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